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SUBJECT: POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS: OPORTO POLICE CHIEF IMPRISONED 

REF: (A) LISBON 5463 (DTG 1 1 1727Z AUG 76), (B) LISBON 5476 
(DTG 121047Z AUG 76), (C) LISBON 5504 (DTG 1217 10Z AUG 76) 

SUMMARY: OPORTO POLICE CHIEF FREITAS WAS ARRESTED AUG 12, 
ACCUSED OF LINKS TO TERRORIST ACTIVITIES. ARREST OF ALLEGED 
TERRORISTS AND POSSIBLE EXPOSURE OF THEIR CONNECTION TO HIGH GOP 
OFFICIALS CONTINUES TO WORRY THE GOVERNMENT. THE AUG 12 
SHUFFLE IN THE POLITICAL-MILITARY STRUCTURE HAS OVERSHADOWED 
SPINOLA'S RELEASE. BUT PROTESTS FROM THE LEFT CONTINUE. 

END SUMMARY. 

1 . OPORTO POLICE CHIEF IMPRISONED: INTERIOR MINISTRY ANNOUNCED 
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SUSPENDED AND IMPRISONED AT CAXIAS OUTSIDE LISBON. FREITAS HAD BEEN 
KEPT IN LISBON SINCE AUG 8 DUE TO HIS SUSPECTED LINKS TO 
TERRORIST BOMBERS (REF A). THE PRESS IS FILLED WITH RUMORS 
OF FURTHER ARRESTS AND SPECULATION ABOUT CONNECTIONS BETWEEN 
HIGH LEVEL OFFICIALS AND THE BOMBERS. PRESIDENT'S CHIEF OF CIVIL 
HOUSEHOLD TOLD US AUG 12 THAT JUDICIAL POLICE ARE MISHANDLING 
INVESTIGATION AND MAKING PREMATURE ARRESTS. 

2. REACTION TO SPINOLA RELEASE: THE MAJOR CHANGES IN THE 
POLITICAL-MILITARY STRUCTURE ANNOUNCED AUG 12 OVERSHADOWED 
SPINOLA’S RELEASE ON THE SAME DAY (REF B AND C). PROTESTS 
NEVERTHELESS CONTINUED WITH FOLLOWING EVENTS HAVING 
TAKEN OR ABOUT TO TAKE PLACE: 

- A COMMUNIST-SPONSORED MOTION IN THE ASSEMBLY OF THE 
REPUBLIC AUG 12 TO PROTEST THE RELEASE OF SPINOLA WAS 
DEFEATED. ONLY THE FAR LEFT UDP BACKED THE COMMUNIST 
POSITION. THE PS ABSTAINED. 

- THREE SHIFTS AT THE SETENAVE SHIPYARD HELD TWO-HOUR 
WORK STOPPAGES. 

- GDUP "POPULAR POWER" FORCES HAVE SCHEDULED A PROTEST 
DEMONSTRATION AUG 13 IN LISBON AND OPORTO. 

- INTERSINDICAL AND OTHER UNIONS ISSUED PROTESTS REGARDING 
SPINOLA’S RELEASE. 

3. ASSEMBLY ACTION: THE ASSEMBLY OF THE REPUBLIC OVERRODE 
COMMUNIST DELAYING TACTICS AUG 12 TO PAVE THE WAY FOR 

AN EARLY VOTE ON THE GOVERNMENT S REQUEST FOR BROAD 
AUTHORIZING LEGISLATION DURING THE ASSEMBLY'S RECESS UNTIL 
OCTOBER. THE ASSEMBLY ELECTED ISABEL MAGALHAES COLACO 
AS ITS REPRESENTATIVE TO THE CONSTITUTIONAL COMMISSION. 

COLACO. A RESPECTED LAW PROFESSOR. SERVED AS A MEMBER OF 
THE COUNCIL OF STATE FOLLOWING THE APRIL 25, 1974 COUP. 

4. COMMENT: THERE IS CONTINUING CONCERN IN THE GOVERNMENT 
OVER LINKS BETWEEN TERRORIST BOMBERS AND HIGH LEVEL OFFICIALS. 

THE PROTESTS GENERATED BY THE RELEASE OF SPINOLA ADD TO GOP 
WORRIES. WE UNDERSTAND THAT POLICE, BITTER ABOUT THE ARREST OF 
MAJ FREITAS, ARE ITCHING TO REACT WITH EXCESSIVE FORCE IF THE 
GDUP PROVIDE ANY PROVOCATION. 

CARLUCCI 
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